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City of North Saint Paul
Department of Community Development 
Re: Public Art Planning RFP
2400 Margaret Street
North Saint Paul, MN 55109
ƩŶ͗WĂƵůŵŵĞƌŵĂŶ
 
Dear Mr. Ammerman and Members of the North Saint Paul Department of Community 
Development:
 
Thank you for the opportunity to prepare a plan for designing a strategy to bring public art 
ĞŶŐĂŐĞŵĞŶƚƚŽƚŚĞEŽƌƚŚ^ĂŝŶƚWĂƵůĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘ŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇƌƚ'ƌŽƵƉŚĂƐĂƌƌĂŶŐĞĚƚŚĞĂƩĂĐŚĞĚ
























































Survey of Existing Conditions

















Further, the downtown area of North Saint Paul houses numerous sites of vacant land. These 
ĂƌĞĂƐĂƌĞ͕ŝŶƐŽŵĞĐĂƐĞƐ͕ĂƌĞŵŶĂŶƚĨƌŽŵƚŚĞŝŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂůŝǌĂƟŽŶŽĨEŽƌƚŚ^ĂŝŶƚWĂƵůƚŚĂƚĨŽůůŽǁĞĚĂ




















6the community of North Saint Paul, completely shaped by the community’s thoughts and ideals and 
ƉƵƚŝŶƚŽĂĐƟŽŶǁŝƚŚĂƉůĂŶŶĞĚǀŝƐŝŽŶĨƌŽŵƵƐ͘KƵƌũŽďŝƐƚŽŐĂƚŚĞƌĂƐǁŝĚĞŽĨĂƌĂŶŐĞĂŶĚƋƵĂŶƟƚǇŽĨ












































































relevant stakeholders will be involved in the process of bringing public art to North Saint Paul. First 


















(Metropolitan Regional Arts Council). 
Between the network in place from the former North Saint Paul Arts Council and the funds 
available through Forecast Public Art and the Metropolitan Art Council, the North Saint Paul 














friendly website that contains the capacity for feedback and surveys, blog posts, and image galleries.
ƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐƟŵĞ͕ǁĞǁŝůůĚĞĐŝĚĞƚŚĞŬĞǇĚĂƚĞƐĨŽƌŵĞĞƟŶŐƐĂŶĚĚĞůŝǀĞƌĂďůĞƐďĂƐĞĚŽŶĨĞĞĚďĂĐŬ
we will be receiving from community stakeholders. In this period we will select an advisory board 
ŵĂĚĞƵƉŬĞǇƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐǁŝƚŚŝŶƚŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ͘dŚĞƐĞƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐŝŶĐůƵĚĞƉƵďůŝĐŽĸĐŝĂůƐ͕
ďƵƐŝŶĞƐƐŽǁŶĞƌƐ͕ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇůĞĂĚĞƌƐ͕ŝŶǀĞƐƚĞĚůŽĐĂůƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐ͕ĂŶĚůŽĐĂůĂƌƟƐƚƐ͘dŚĞĂĚǀŝƐŽƌǇďŽĂƌĚ
will impart local knowledge and will be privy to and help inform all key decisions made throughout 
ƚŚĞĞŶƟƌĞƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͘ĞǇŽŶĚĞǆƚĞŶƐŝǀĞůŽĐĂůŬŶŽǁůĞĚŐĞĂŶĚĞǆƉĞƌƟƐĞ͕ƚŚĞĂĚǀŝƐŽƌǇďŽĂƌĚǁŝůůƐŚŽǁ
ƚŚĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇĂƚůĂƌŐĞƚŚĂƚƚŚŝƐŝƐŶŽƚĂƉƌŽũĞĐƚďĞŝŶŐŝŶĨŽƌŵĞĚŵĞƌĞůǇďǇŽƵƚƐŝĚĞƌƐďƵƚďǇƚƌƵƐƚĞĚ
members of their community who have the city’s best interests at stake.
Weeks 3&4
/ŶƚŚŝƐƉŚĂƐĞ͕ƚŚĞĐŽŶƐƵůƟŶŐĂƌƟƐƚǁŝůůďĞŐŝŶ
a Public Art Campaign that seeks to gather 
preliminary feedback from the community. Their 
task will include informing residents about public 
art in their community and spreading the word 
about what new public art might look like in 
their community. As a part of the preliminary 
ŽƵƚƌĞĂĐŚ͕ƚŚĞĂƌƟƐƚǁŝůůŝŶĨŽƌŵƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚƐĂďŽƵƚ
key events in the process, including the upcoming 
ƌƚƐtĞĞŬĞŶĚ͕ĂŶĚĂƌŽƵŐŚƟŵĞůŝŶĞŽĨƚŚĞĞŶƟƌĞ
ƉƌŽũĞĐƚ͘dŚĞĂƌƟƐƚ Ɛ͛ŝŶƚĞƌĂĐƟŽŶƐǁŝůůŽĐĐƵƌŽŶ
the streets and public spaces of the city during 
this phase.This heavy-duty community outreach 
ƉĞƌĨŽƌŵĞĚŵĂŝŶůǇďǇƚŚĞĂƌƟƐƚĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚǁŝůů
help to get the word out to as many community 











events to gather residents and stakeholders to 
ĚŝƐĐƵƐƐƚŚĞƉƌŽĐĞƐƐ͕ŝŶĨŽƌŵƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐĂďŽƵƚĂƌƚ
ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐĂŶĚƉƌĞĐĞĚĞŶƚƐ͕ĂŶĚŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ
and opinions about public art and its place in 
North Saint Paul. This will be celebrated with a 
ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇŬŝĐŬŽīŽƉĞŶŚŽƵƐĞĂŶĚǁĂůŬŝŶŐƚŽƵƌ
as part of the Arts Weekend.  
The evening open house will be in the form of an informal Visual Preference Survey and a 
ƐƚƌƵĐƚƵƌĞƚŚĂƚĂůůŽǁƐƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐƚŽĐŽŵĞĂŶĚŐŽĂƐƚŚĞǇƉůĞĂƐĞ͘^ƵĐŚĂŶŽƉĞŶŚŽƵƐĞĐŽƵůĚƚĂŬĞ
place at the North Star Museum in downtown North Saint Paul. The open house will be held on a 






























their ideas of public art. 
/ĨƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐŚĂǀĞůŝŵŝƚĞĚƟŵĞƚŽĞŶŐĂŐĞŝŶƚŚĞƐĞĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐǁĞǁŝůůĂůƐŽƉƌŽǀŝĚĞƚŚĞĂůƚĞƌŶĂƟǀĞ
ƚŽĮůůŽƵƚĂƐŚŽƌƚƐƵƌǀĞǇƚŚĂƚĐŽŵƉŝůĞƐƚŚĞĂďŽǀĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶŝŶƚŽĂƐŚŽƌƚĞƌƋƵĞƐƟŽŶĂŶĚĂŶƐǁĞƌ 






Chalking tour will engage the public with stakeholders, volunteers, and a historian if possible, will 
ďĞŐŝŶĂƚϭ͗ϯϬƉŵƐƚĂƌƟŶŐŝŶĨƌŽŶƚŽĨƚŚĞEŽƌƚŚ^ĂŝŶƚWĂƵůŝƚǇ,ĂůůĂŶĚĞŶĚŝŶŐĂƚEĞƵŵĂŶŶ Ɛ͛ĂƌĂŶĚ
'ƌŝůůƵƉƐƚĂŝƌƐĨŽƌĨŽŽĚ͕ĚƌŝŶŬƐ͕ĂŶĚĚĞďƌŝĞĮŶŐĨƌŽŵϮ͗ϯϬƚŽϯ͗ϯϬƉŵ͘WĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐĂƌĞĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚƚŽũŽŝŶ
the group on the guided tour but are not required to do so. A map of the suggested tour route will 
ďĞƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚƚŽĂůůŽĨƚŚĞƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐĂůŽŶŐǁŝƚŚŝŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶƐĂďŽƵƚǁŚĂƚƚŚĞƚŽƵƌƐŚŽƵůĚĂĐĐŽŵƉůŝƐŚ͘
ǀĞƌǇƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚǁŝůůďĞŐŝǀĞŶĂƉŝĞĐĞŽĨĐŚĂůŬƚŚĂƚƚŚĞǇǁŝůůƵƐĞƚŽŵĂƌŬĂŶĚĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞƉĂƌƟĐƵůĂƌ
spots in the city where they would like to see public art. This will give those who cannot or do not 
ǁĂŶƚƚŽũŽŝŶƚŚĞĨŽƌŵĂůƚŽƵƌƚŽĚŽƐŽŝŶĚĞƉĞŶĚĞŶƚůǇ͘
Weeks 6 & 7
/ƚŝƐĚƵƌŝŶŐƚŚŝƐƟŵĞƚŚĂƚǁĞ͕ƚŚĞĐŽŶƐƵůƚĂŶƚƐ͕ĂůŽŶŐǁŝƚŚƚŚĞĂĚǀŝƐŽƌǇďŽĂƌĚǁŝůůĚŝƐƐĞŵŝŶĂƚĞĂŶĚ
ŝŶƚĞƌƉƌĞƚƚŚĞŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶƚŚĂƚŚĂƐďĞĞŶƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚƚŽƵƐďǇƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐƚŚƌŽƵŐŚƚŚĞŝŶŝƟĂůĂƌƟƐƚͲůĞĚ





























The following day, we will host another engagement process for children ages 3-12 and their 
parents. This will take place at a local space, such as the North Star Museum, from 11 am-1PM. 

















tallied, we will facilitate an open house event that announces the piece of art that has been chosen 
ĨŽƌĚŝƐƉůĂǇ͘dŚĞǁŝŶŶĞƌǁŝůůďĞĂǁĂƌĚĞĚĂŐƌĂŶƚƚŽĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƚƚŚĞŝƌĂƌƚƉŝĞĐĞŝŶƚŚĞůŽĐĂƟŽŶĚĞƐŝŐŶĂƚĞĚ
through public feedback and advisory board approval. The event will be in the style of an informal 






social media sites and a hashtag that social media users can use when referencing or taking pictures 
ŽĨƚŚĞĂƌƚƉŝĞĐĞƵŶĚĞƌĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ͘ĚĚŝƟŽŶĂůůǇ͕ǁĞǁŝůůǁƌŝƚĞĂŵŽŶƚŚůǇŶĞǁƐůĞƩĞƌƚŽďĞƉŽƐƚĞĚŽŶ
ƚŚĞǁĞďƐŝƚĞĂŶĚĞŵĂŝůĞĚƚŽƉĂƌƟĐŝƉĂŶƚƐǁŝƚŚĂůůƌĞůĞǀĂŶƚƵƉĚĂƚĞƐ͘
When the art piece has been completed we will host an unveiling ceremony to take place at the 
ůŽĐĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐĂƌƚŝŶƐƚĂůůĂƟŽŶ͘ƚƚŚŝƐĞǀĞŶƚ͕ǁĞǁŝůůĂŶŶŽƵŶĐĞƚŽƚŚĞĂƵĚŝĞŶĐĞŽƵƌƉůĂŶƐĨŽƌ
ŽŶŐŽŝŶŐƉƵďůŝĐĂƌƚĞīŽƌƚƐŝŶEŽƌƚŚ^ĂŝŶƚWĂƵů͘dŚĞƉůĂŶǁŝůůŝŶǀŽůǀĞƌĞƉĞĂƟŶŐƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐĂƌƚĐŽŶƚĞƐƚ
on a yearly basis with a new public art piece being permanently constructed and displayed every 
ǇĞĂƌ͘ ŌĞƌƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐƵŶǀĞŝůŝŶŐǁĞǁŝůůĂƐŚŽƌƚŐĂƚŚĞƌŝŶŐŝŵŵĞĚŝĂƚĞůǇĂŌĞƌǁĂƌĚƐĂƚĂŶĞŝŐŚďŽƌŚŽŽĚ
venue with event space, such as Neumann’s Bar and Grill. 
Final updates will be announced via the website and social media outlets in order to add closure 
to the process. We will then work with the advisory board to form a permanent North Saint Paul 
ƌƚƐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞƚŚĂƚǁŝůůŽǀĞƌƐĞĞƚŚĞƉƵďůŝĐĂƌƚĐŽŶƚĞƐƚĨŽƌƚŚĞĨŽůůŽǁŝŶŐǇĞĂƌƐƚŽĐŽŵĞ͘dŚĞĂƌƚƐ
ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞǁŝůůďĞŵĂĚĞƵƉŽĨĂƚůĞĂƐƚĮǀĞĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇƐƚĂŬĞŚŽůĚĞƌƐǁŚŽƐŚŽǁĂǀĞƐƚĞĚŝŶƚĞƌĞƐƚŝŶ
furthering the visibility of public art in North Saint Paul. It is very likely that these individuals will be 
current members of the advisory board. 
KŶŐŽŝŶŐDŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐĂŶĚǀĂůƵĂƟŽŶ
dŚĞƌĞĂƌĞƐĞǀĞƌĂůŵĞĐŚĂŶŝƐŵƐŝŶƉůĂĐĞĨŽƌƚŚĞŵŽŶŝƚŽƌŝŶŐĂŶĚĞǀĂůƵĂƟŽŶŽĨƚŚĞƐƵĐĐĞƐƐŽĨƚŚĞ












Walking and Chalking Tour
Teen-focused Youth Charette

































































markings. Smartphone users will be encouraged to photograph their art and upload them with social 
ŵĞĚŝĂƚĂŐƐ;ηŶƐƉĂƌƚͿ͘ŌĞƌǁĂƌĚ͕ƌĞĨƌĞƐŚŵĞŶƚƐǁŝůůďĞƐĞƌǀĞĚĂƚĂĐĞŶƚƌĂůƐƉĂĐĞĂŶĚŵĂƉƐǁŝůůďĞ
collected from those who retained them. The art consultant will be tasked with photographing the 














for teenagers and younger children.




produce a small scale model of a unique piece of public art. The space will be set with tables each 
ůŝŶĞĚǁŝƚŚƐŝǆĐŚĂŝƌƐĚŝƐƉĞƌƐĞĚƚŚƌŽƵŐŚŽƵƚƚŚĞƌŽŽŵ͘dŚĞƌŽŽŵǁŝůůŝŶĐůƵĚĞĂƐƚĂīĞĚĂƌƚƐƵƉƉůǇƚĂďůĞ
where students will select materials and space for another table with refreshments. Teenagers will 
ďĞƐŚŽǁŶŝŵĂŐĞƐŽĨǀĂƌŝŽƵƐƉƵďůŝĐĂƌƚƉƌŽũĞĐƚƐŝŶĂĮǀĞŵŝŶƵƚĞƐůŝĚĞƐŚŽǁ͘/ŵĂŐĞƐǁŝůůĞŵƉŚĂƐŝǌĞƚŚĞ
ǀĂƌŝĞƚǇŽĨŵĂƚĞƌŝĂůƐĂŶĚƐĐĂůĞƐŝŶƉƵďůŝĐĂƌƚĂŶĚƚŚĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĞƌǁŝůůƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĂĨƵŶ͕ůŝǀĞůǇĚĞƐĐƌŝƉƟŽŶ
of the art tailored to teenagers.  First, students will work individually for 45 minutes to create a 
ƉŚǇƐŝĐĂůŵŽĚĞůŽĨĂƌƚďĂƐĞĚŽŶǀĂƌŝŽƵƐƋƵĂůŝƟĞƐŽĨĂƌƚ͗ŝĐŽŶŝĐ͕ĐůĂƐƐŝĐĂů͕ŚĞĂǀǇ͕ ƚƌĂŶƐƉĂƌĞŶƚ͕ĞƚĐ͘ƚ




each table will reach from three bowls to randomly select slips of paper which will formulate the 
ĚĞƐŝŐŶƉƌŽďůĞŵƚŚĞŐƌŽƵƉŶĞĞĚƐƚŽƐŽůǀĞ͘WĂƉĞƌƐůŝƉƐǁŝůůĂƐƐŝŐŶĂƐƉĞĐŝĮĐůŽĐĂƟŽŶǁŝƚŚŝŶEŽƌƚŚ
Saint Paul, an urban problem to be addressed, and a quality drawn from Arts Weekend that their 
ŐƌŽƵƉĂƌƚƐŚŽƵůĚĞŵƉŚĂƐŝǌĞ;ǁŚŝĐŚŵŝŐŚƚŝŶĐůƵĚĞƋƵĂůŝƟĞƐƐƵĐŚĂƐƉůĂĐĞͲŵĂŬŝŶŐ͕ǁĂǇͲĮŶĚŝŶŐ͕ŝĐŽŶ͕
outrageous, etc).  Groups will then have one hour to create an art piece that addresses the urban 
ŝƐƐƵĞ͕ŝŶĂƐƉĞĐŝĮĐEŽƌƚŚ^ĂŝŶƚWĂƵůůŽĐĂƟŽŶ͕ĂƐƉĞĐŝĮĐŵĞƚŚŽĚ͘DĂƉƉƌŝŶƚŽƵƚƐǁŝůůďĞĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚƚŽ

































North Saint Paul Redevelopment Master Plan. Rep. North Saint Paul: 2012. Print.
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